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MEDIA ADVISORY: UNH Expert Available on
Women Leading The Pack For 2020
Presidential Election
Monday, January 28, 2019
DURHAM, N.H. – As the field of Democrats running for president in 2020 continues to grow, one thing is
clear, women are leading the way. But while this could be a pivotal moment in history for women, it’s
not clear if the United States is ready for a female president. Some say it’s about time, others are
watching this race very closely scrutinizing not only the candidates’ experiences but everything from
their likability to their progressiveness and even their heritage. How much do these things matter and
will their male counterparts be viewed through the same lens?
Ellen Fitzpatrick, a historian from the University of New Hampshire and author of “The Highest Glass
Ceiling: Women’s Quest for the American Presidency,” is available to talk about the arduous road to the
White House for women candidates. She can address why it has taken so long to elect a female president, shed light on whether America is really ready, and
highlight some of the obstacles women have faced in the past and current candidates will have to overcome.
“These women stand on the shoulders of the nearly 200 women who came before them, including most recently Hillary Clinton,” said Fitzpatrick. “Likability is
important for both men and women, and so are the series of accomplishments and strengths that ultimately brought them to this point.”
Fitzpatrick, who specializes in modern American political and intellectual history, is the author and editor of eight books, including The New York Times bestseller
"Letters to Jackie: Condolences from a Grieving Nation," which was the basis for the widely admired documentary film "Letters to Jackie: Remembering President
Kennedy," released in 2013. She has appeared on PBS’s The NewsHour and has been interviewed as an expert on modern American political history by The New


































ELLEN FITZPATRICK, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, GIVES CONTEXT TO THE RACE FOR THE WHITE HOUSE FOR WOMEN CANDIDATES AND SHOWS
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The University of New Hampshire inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000 students from all 50 states and 71
countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top-ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human services, liberal arts and the sciences
across more than 200 programs of study. As one of the nation’s highest-performing research universities, UNH partners with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH, and





Caption: "The Highest Glass Ceiling" written by Ellen Fitzpatrick, professor of history at the University of New Hampshire, reveals women’s pursuit of the Oval
O ice, then and now.
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Caption: Ellen Fitzpatrick, professor of history at the University of New Hampshire, gives context to the race for the White House for women candidates and shows
how their quest is part of a longer journey for women in the United States.
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